Cell-cell contact mechanisms.
Exciting new findings link characteristic properties of the inflammatory process previously not linked functionally. For example, it is now clear that oxygen radicals and leukocyte adhesion are intimately related in a carefully transduced and orchestrated series of events that culminates in release of granule contents, but not before the leukocyte has safely transversed the vessel wall. In addition to defining separate heterocellular contacts and homocellular aggregation we must now consider equilibrium events that allow associations among cell-cell partnerships involving different cell types.